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FaArHERSC, PROVOKE NOT YOUR CHILDREN TO WRATH: BUT 
BRING THEM UP IN THE NURTURE AND ADMONITION 


OF THE LoRD. 


Ar thoſe, who oppoſe the fallible concluſions of their 
own reaſon, to the unerring diQates of revelation, there 

have not been wanting ſome, whoſe opinions were ſo totally 
adverſe to. the exhortation in the text, —as to maintain, — 
that we were born into the world, with minds perfe&, and 
upright, — pure in unſullied innocence, —and free not only 
from every taint of evil, —but likewiſe, from every propen- 
fity to ill, Hence then they have inferred, and from premiſes 


ſo falſe, it 1s no wonder, they drew a concluſion fo abſurd, 
that religious nurture or education tends not to improve, but 
ſerves only to corrupt the mind; by filling it with prejudices, 


which obſtrutt the progreſs of truth, under the pretence of 
furniſhing it with juſt principles for the regulations of our 
actions.— Do but leave it to it's own natural tendencies, (they 
will tell you) and it will continue ſtraight, and upright. — 
But, if you once apply art, to incline it to any particular 

B i direction. — 


LS 


direktion, —you will only bend it into deformity, and twiſt 
it into diſtortion. | 


A confidence in the ſuppoſed infallibility of theſe objeQtors' 
own reaſon, united with a real inability, of reconciling any 
other poſition with the iNnziniTE wispomM of the pivI NE, 
and the rFANCIED DIGNITY of HUMAN NATURE, could 
alone, have given birth to an opinion ſo erroneous, and to 
conſequences ſo monſtrous. For ſurely, even excluſive of the 
particular text I have ſelected, no dottrine can be imagined, 
which is more oppoſite to the wHoLE plan of God's pis- 
PENSATIONS, as they are REVEALED to us in the orp and 
NEW TESTAMENT, nor at the ſame time, can any opinion 
be conceived, which is more contradictory to the UNIVER= 
SAL EXPERIENCE of mankind. 


Think not however, that I ſhall in proof of my firſt 
poſition, waſte my own, nor encroach upon your time, by 
quoting paſſages from the different books of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, for the refutation of an opinion, not more pernicious, 
than groundleſs. This would be an affront to your memories, 
or an inſult on your underſtanding. | 


For, that man, muſt either, never have obtained the 
ſlighteſt comprehenſion of the plan of God's adminiſtration, 
as delivered to us by God himſelf in the Sacred Volumes, 
or, every trace and veſtige of their contents, muſt have been 


totally 
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totally eraſed from his remembrance, —not to know, — that 
the ONE volume contains indeed the account of man's r1rsT 
STATE of INNOCENCE, but at the ſame time alſo, his deplora- 
ble FALL, from that ſtate, and it's ſad conſequence,—the depra- 
vity of human nature ;—together with the means therefore the 
Deity employed with a particular people to bend their ſtub- 
born inclinations to his will, and thus in ſome meaſure to 
remedy THIS EVIL, at THAT - TIME ;—and ſtill further, diſ- 
cloſing a view, though faint becauſe diſtant, of that unfailing 
remedy, he intended fully to provide for it, and which he 
meant to offer to ALL MANKIND IN TIMES TO COME. The 
whole hiſtory of the diſpenſations it contains, plainly demon- 
ſtrating to men's ſenſes, the FRxEE-AGtEncy of man, and the 
NEVER FAILING SUPERINTENDENCY of God's PROVIDENCE. 
in all ages, — not only over every nation, but alſo over every 
individual creature, both in heaven and in earth. Truths, 
which the wiſeſt philoſophers of GREECE and Rows, in ſub- 
ſequent ages were unable to prove, and which ſome of the 
learned even of ſtill later times, have been unable to reconcile.* 
| | | The 

* See the Author's Thankſgiving Sermon on his Majeſty's recovery, 
where, the conſiſtency of theſe doftrines are vindicated againſt the 
objections of Socinus, and Mr. Locke, and P:iſhop Watſon in his Ser- 
mon before the Houſe of Lords, January goth, 1784. Objettions which 
had been often an/wered but never before refuted, A diſtinction to which 
ſome public as well as private critics, ſeem not to have paid ſuſficient 
attention, obvious as it is; ſince from an obſervation by the Author 
founded on that diſtinction, they ſeem to have conceived, that the ar- 


guments advanced in his Sermons, were only ſuch as had been before 
produced by others. | 
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The org volume of Revelation, as evidently contains 
the MEANS Which God Has deviſed through the xERITS, 
DEATH, and RESURRECTION of Jtsvs CurisT, not only 
for the RESTORATION of HUMAN NATURE, but likewiſe for 
the ELEVATION of it, by His nurture and admonition, to an 
beighth of purity and ' happineſs, infinitely tranſcending that 
ate of pleaſure, which our x IRST PARENTS would have 
continued to enjoy, had they even continued to perſevere in 
their firſt ſtate of ſpotleſs innocence. 


If you would ſee, how contradictory likewiſe the opinion 
of theſe pretended aſſertors of the picniry of HUMAN 
NATURE is with EXPERIENCE, —look into the world around 
you,—and when you have marked all the miſeries which ariſe 
both to individuals and to nations, from the ungoverned paſ- 
ſions and conſequent crimes which there prevail, then fay if 
you can, — hence, ſuch a torrent of enormities and flagitiouſ- 
neſs could poſſibly have deluged the world, were every one 
born, without any tendency or propenſity to evil? Then ſay, 
—how the man can live with comfort to himſelf or ſafety 
to ſociety, whoſe naſcent paſſions were never ſubdued by 
moral diſcipline, and whoſe infant mind was never meliora- 
ted by religious inſtruction ? 


Does this appeal fail to bring conviction to your hearts, go 
then for further ſatisſaction, to thoſe tender parents, - who with 
* | the 
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the moſt anxious ſolicitude watch over every dawning incli- 
nation of the growing mind, who vith the moſt vigilant 
attention, mark every ſprout of paſſion, and note every bud 
of reaſon, —aſk HE M, what traces THEy have found, of 
original NATIVE INNOCENCE, and INBRED GOODNESS? 
They will on the contrary tell you, of the numerous pains 
they have ſuffered in rooting out the weeds of vice,—the te- 
dious toils they have ſuſtained in improving the native ſoil, 
—and the boiſterous ſtorms of paſſion they have encountered, 
in ſowing the ſeeds of virtue in the tender minds of their 
children; and, — that happy, — ſupremely happy, —they will 
think themſelves, —if, with all their care, induſtry, labour, and 
fatigue, together with the aid of the foſtering dew of hea- 
ven called down by conſtant prayers,—they ſhall be able to 
ſubdue every wayward inclination, and bring to maturity 
every virtuous affection. For, they will rurTHER tell you, 
that if this has ever been attained, ſo that ſome of their 
children, have early become complete models of human per- 
fection, it was only owing to theſe children's own uncommon 
vigilance, ſuperadded to the other means before deſcribed :— 
but, —that they orx1cinNALLY enjoyed no exemption from the 
common corruption and frailties of human nature,—and how- 
ever excellent they became at laſt, that they had at firſt; 
the ſame warfare to ſuſtain which others undergo,—the ſame 
obſtacles to overcome,—and the ſame adverſaries to ſubdue.* 

| C It 


* See the Author's Funeral Diſcourſes. 
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It would be but waſte of time to detain you longer upon 
ſo plain a point, thus ſanctioned by revelation, and confirm- 
ed by experience, —viz.— that if the wayward wills of chil- 
dren be not by ſome means early ſubdued, and their froward 
inclinations reſtrained, they muſt be ever afterwards the dupes 
of paſſion, and the flaves of vice.—For how without chaſ- 
tiſement or controul, can they learn obedience to the will 
of a parent, —how without inſtruction, even know,—that there 
is a God,—or how, without the hope of reward, or fear of 
puniſhment, —reſtrain their own deſires and purſuits, when the 
indulgence of them, is injurious either to an individual, or 
to ſociety. Thus unreſtrained in their infant years, habits of 
licentiouſneſs muſt neceſſarily © grow with their growth, and 
e ſtrengthen with their ſtrength,” and by the time they have 
reached early youth, numbers of them muſt by their deaths 
as victims to PUBLIC JUSTICE, make ſome atonement for 


the injuries they had done to ſociety, by the flagitiouſneſs 
of their lives. 


Not however that I mean poſitively to maintain, that none 
of thoſe who are thus left to the mere diftates of nature, 
might not ſometimes perform attions which wore the appear- 
ance of virtue. But that appearance can ariſe only, from 
the outward garb, not the internal principle of true goodneſs. 
For, ONE PASSION Will often indeed sUBDUE ANOTHER, and 


PRIDE, 


©. 


PRIDE, VANITY, AMBITION, and LOVE OF FAME, as we may 
obſerve in antient heathens, and modern infidels, fometimes inſti- 
gate men to perform the fame forms of outward aftion, which 
religion commands. Nay, even frequent is the deception, — 
though of all fallacies it is the moſt fatal, that men, priding 
themſelves upon the outward form of their aQions, fancy 
themſelves the trueſt exemplars of morality, at the very time 
that they are totally deftitute both of Lovs to Gop, and 
MAN, which affeQtions can alone ſupply the true motive to 
a moral or religious action, as they alone conſtitute the 
very eſſence of a moral and religious conduct. 


To remove then theſe moſt fatal effects of unreſtrained 
nature, and to prevent the evils, which would otherwiſe ac- 
crue to the individuals and to ſociety, - there can be but 
TWO METHODS propoſed. The ox k, in which, the authority 
of the parent being founded in ſeverity, and ſupported by 
rigour, compels the child altogether flaviſhly to ſubmit it's 
inclination to theirs; and the oTHER, by which the parents 
inſtructing their children in the will and commands of God, 
* whoſe ſervice is perfect freedom,” lead them with mildneſs, and 
win them by gentleneſs, in every action, to opry his PRE 


CEPTS, and upon every occaſion, to ſubmit their own deſires, 
to his will. | | 


The 
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The different operations, and comparative efficacy of theſe 
oppoſite modes of education, require neither much time, nor 
any deep inveſtigation, to diſcover.—For could even Bor 
produce $1MILAR effects in BARLY LIFE, yet ONE, muft be 
evidently much more pERMANENT in it's operations, than the 
OTHER. The power of oN E at beſt muſt terminate, when 
the ſeaſon of parental authority expires; and even during 
it's - continuance, can then only operate, whilſt, the children 
remain within the reach, and under the obſervation of their 
parents. For, when once the child is at a diſtance from the 
father, and conſequently the obje& of fear is remote, the 
very reſtraint, which the ſeverity of the parent had Jain on 
his inclinations, but ſerves to give a keener edge to his ap- 
petite for indulgence; and, where any fear of diſcovery. 
accompanies the gratification, every mode of prevarication, 
and of deceit, of falſhood and of lying will be prattiſed, — 
and every ſpecies of Axr, which can debaſe the human mind, 
will be tried, — to eſcape the puniſhment, which is ſo juſtly. 
apprehended, and will be ſo ſeverely inflicted upon detection. 
By the oTHER, — PRINCIPLE vill conſtantly influence the 
conduct of the child, whether he be placed within the view 
of his parent, or be removed from it; or even, if perchance, 
through the prevalence of paſſion, he ſhould at any time 
deviate from rectitude, —contrition will immediately ſucceed, — 


he will evince the ſincerity of his repentance, by a voluntary 
| confeſſion 
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confeſſion of his fault, —and the remembrance of the anguiſh 
of mind which followed that tranſgrefſion, will perhaps be a 
more effectual preſervative, from future diſobedience, than the 


mere principle of goodneſs alone, without the experience of 


the effect of it's violation could poſſibly impart. 


Thus far, even our own reaſon or experience may inſtru 
us, and diſpofe ſome of us perhaps the more readily, to com- 
ply with the exhortation of che Apoſtle in the text, where 
HE directs us, —w HIC RH, — of theſe TWO MET HO PDS of 
EDUCATION, we ſhould adopt. 


HE has rORBIDD IN the FORMER mode of treating our 
children, and given us to underſtand, that it even defeats it's 
own purpoſe. For, that inſtead of ſubduing their paſſions to 
reaſon as it is intended, it in reality by provoking them to 
anger, only extirpates reaſon, by exciting or inflaming their 
paſſions. The Apoſtle therefore juſtly exhorts parents,—t0 
bring their chuldren up in the nurture and ADMONITION of the 
Lord, or, as it would be more exactly tranſlated, - TO EDVUCATE 
THEM IN THE DISCIPLINE AND INSTRUCTION OF THE 
Lord. That is to fay, in other words, early to initiate them 
in the precepts and the doctrines, —in the threats and the 
promiſes of chriſtianity to embrue their minds in infancy 
with chriſtian. principles, and to teach them to att only from 

D chriſtian 
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chriſtian motives,—to deter them from vice, ſolely by chri- 


ſtian fears, and to allure them to goodneſs only by chriſtian 
hopes. ; 


As if he had ſaid, —let neither the fear nor hope of any 


temporal object whatſoever,—neither the dread of any human 


creature, nor the defire of any human praiſe, attuate their 
conduct, —let not preſent, but future rewards and puniſhments, 
be the ſole motives to their actions. For as the preſent 
ſtate makes but a very fmall portion of our whole exiſtence, 


—the GRAND END of our EDUCATION HERE, is to fit us 


for eternity :—but this,—can' only be obtained through our 
inſtruttion in the revelation by jeſus Chriſt. For, chriſtia- 
nity was intended for this very purpoſe, to exerciſe us in 
that only true diſcipline which alone can yxzrarE us, and 
perfect us in that comeLETE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION, Which 


can alone, through the merits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 


QUALIFY us to partake of that eternal happineſs, which nz 
HAs provided for his faithful diſciples and followers hereafter. 


To this exhortation however, ſome perhaps may object; 
becauſe they may ſuppoſe, that it is IuPOSSIBLE TO RE- 


DUCE IT TO PRACTICE. How can children, they will aſk,— 


poſſibly comprehend the notions of a CREATOR, a REDEEM» 


ER, and a SANCTIFIER ?—How can they conceive the joys 
of 
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of heaven, and the pains of hell? Permit me to anſwer,— 


full as well as thoſe of larger growtb, —full as well as they 
who think themſelves the wiſeſt of mortals, and will dare 
therefore to arraign God's diſpenſations, both of nature and 
of grace, and preſume to tell you, what deity ought or ought 
not to do;—and from their own conceit of their knowledge 
of the divine mind,—will ſet up the inferences of their own 
ſhallow reaſon, in oppoſition to, and defiance of God's plain de- 
clarations of poſitive fats. For, if our redemption depends only 
upon the IDEAS WE CAN FORM, of a CREATOR, and a RE- 
DEEMER, and our claim to heaven be founded only upon 
our own CONCEPTIONS of the happineſs we are to enjoy 
there, which we are told, © eye hath not ſeen, ear heard, 
« nor hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive : ” 
—Woe then be to us,—woe. then be to the whole race of 
mankind, In vain then have we preached, and in vain then, 
have you believed: For uſeleſs then would be the offer of 
. redemption to mankind. But thanks be to God,—the con- 
cEPTION of ſuch, objefts forms no part of our title to that 
ineſtimable benefit. The EFrrers, alone which ſuch doc- 
trines are fitted to produce in our hearts, muſt be our only 
qualification, and theſe, little cuiLDREN are as capable of 
receiving as the wiſeſt philoſophers.—Nay, till the wiſeſt phi- 
loſophers will receive them with all the ſimplicity of little 
children, —till they will belieye God's own declarations of his 

- = nature, — 
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nature, — the UNITY, MODE; and MANNERK of which, they 
CANNOT COMPREHEND, and truſt to his promiſes for a fu- 
ture ftate of happineſs, the xATURE and onjtcr of which 
THEY CAN NOT CONCEtVE,—however they may boaſt of 
their {kill in human fcience,—they only betray their total 
Ignorance of the NATURE, END, and pESIGN of the curis- 
TIAN REVELATION. For, chriſtianity was not intended to 
DEMONSTRATE to our REASON the nature and eſſence of 
fpiritual objects, which can only be known from EXP PERI“ 
ENCE; but, by the rational evidence it affords of it's Au- 
THORITY,—to exact our BELIEF in it's DECLARATIONS of 
certain truths xxown -to Gov,—which W can neither 
CONCEIVE nor COMPREHEND ;—Which however by FAiTH in 
HIS WORD, are equally capable of raifing certain AT FTECTIONðS 
in our breaſts and correſpondent BAB ITS of aftion,—as if, 
their NATURE and ESSENCE were comprehenſible by our 
INTELLECT, or diſcoverable by our sENSs Es. 


But, how melancholy does the reflection at firſt ſight ap- 
_ pear, that numbers of parents,—nay perhaps far the majority 
of mankind, are diſqualified by their ignorance, from inſtruct- 
ing their children themſelves, and difabled by their poverty, 
from procuring inſtructions for them, from others. How then 
ſhall theſe be faved from vice and miſery,. and trained to 
virtue and happineſs? How ſhall ſociety be defended from 
| | their 
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their ravages, and reſcued ſrom their enormities. Even for 
this evil, - chriſtianity, has likewiſe provided a remedy by 
making it the duty of the rich, to ſupply out of their abun- 
dance, all the wants, which penury before endured; and by 
promiſing the higheſt rewards particularly to thoſe, who, ſhall 
thus © turn many to righteouſneſs.” Upon this divine princi- 
ple, it was, that our forefathers erected theſe, excellent inſti- 
tutions of charity ſchools, which do ſo much honour to our 
country, and confer ſuch bleſſings on the community. The 
benefits of which, have been warranted by experience, to the 
utmoſt extent in which they could poſſibly have been con- 
ceived in ſpeculation. For, experience has abundantly teſtified, 
that numbers of theſe children, who were thus at firſt in 
their infancy drawn out from the very dregs of ſociety, have 
in their advanced years, become, it's greateſt ſafeguards and 
Honour, it's higheſt ornaments and ſupport. 


Objeftions indeed, have ſometimes been thrown out againſt 
theſe ſchools, and many anſwers returned. But as the ob- 
jections themſelves, were not levelled againſt the PRINCIPLES 
| of them, many of the replies might have been ſpared. For 
ſo neceſſarily do theſe inſtitutions. grow out of the principles 


of chriſtianity, that an oyeos1TIoN to the oxs, is in fact, 
an attack upon the other, —as who. for inſtance, —but the 
infidel, —dare to ſtand forth and ſay, —that it is NoT his 
| | N 9 duty 
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duty to do all he can, that the children of the poor may be 


brought up in the DiscirriIxE and INSTRUCTION of the 
Lord; and, that the Goſpel, ſhould vor by theſe means be 
preached unto them ;—who,—without the bounty of the rich 
beſtowed on theſe inſtitutions, would be even almoſt totally 
diſabled from receiving it's * glad tidings.” | 


But there are ſtil! ſome parents, ſunk into ſo low, and 
lamentable a ſtate of poverty, as not even to be able to af- 


ford permiſſion to their children, to be partakers of the 


inſtrution, which the benevolence of others, ſo kindly wiſh 
by theſe inſtitutions, to impart to them. For, that time, which, 
the children in theſe devote to therr improvement in kN OW 
LEDGE, in VIRTUE, and in RELIGION,——there are ſome parents '# 
Jo needy, as not to be able to ſpare to THEIR children from 
their employment at home, in earning their proportion of the 
whole ſcanty pittance of their daily bread, —towards the dai- 
ly: ſupport of themſelves, and the reſt of the family. 


What pity 1s it then,—that ſuch children ſhould be. leſt 
devoid of every ſenſe of religion, and every hope of hap- 
pineſs and heayen,—to propagate impiety,—rapine,—and miſery 


upon earth, 


| What true chriſtian is there, but muſt upon de- 
ration, moſt bitterly lament, that ſuch have been ſo long 
neglected; 
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neglected; and reflect with ſhame, that no pitying eye be- 
wailed their miſery, nor outſtretched arm tendered them relief. 
— How therefore can the benevolent heart ſpeak it's joy, and 
exultation, to find, — that the piety and charity of ons MAN,“ 
in a diſtant part of this kingdom, —firſt planned, and executed 
a ſcheme, even for THziR RELIEF,—by the inſtitution of 
 Sunpay ScuooLs; which have been ſince adopted in many 
other places, - to the eternal benefit of the children, ang to 
the almoſt inconceivable benefit of ſociety. 


Convinced by THEIR EXPERIENCE, of the utility of an 
inſtitution, which even in theory is both by IE TY, and chA- 
RITY, ſo ſtrongly recommended, —we at length, though not 
_ amongſt the firſt, yet, not I truſt the laſt, —made a begin- 
ning in this pariſh, by annexing it to the Cyuariry Schools; 
to which, it not only forms a NATURAL, but is even a ne- 
ceſlary ayrrENDaAGE. Born uniting, in the ſame: chriſtian 
PRINCIPLE, to the ſame pros and BENEVOLENT END; and 

the onz of which, is indeed W without the addition 

1 the other. | 


Oi firſt plan we ſoon enlarged; and' much is it to be 
wiſhed, that it could be ftill further extended, to a degree 
| | ge more 
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more proportioned to the. magnitude of this awry and the 
numerous population of it's inhabitants. 


It is not only for the surrokr, but the IN cREASE likes 
wiſe of this charity, for which we now invite your benefac- 
tions.—For unleſs you my brethren, further our wiſhes to 
promote this good work, by the addition of all your aids to 
our PRESENT Contributions, our conſtant endeavours by 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS, n prove ineffectual to 
it's completion. 


What exhortation then, can be neceſſary to induce you 
ALL, liberally to beſtow,—where the gift will confer ſo laſt- 
ing, ſo eternal a benefit, not only upon the individuals, but 
alſo ſuch permanent advantages upon the fociety, to which 


they belong. —You cannot but have felt the ſoft ſenſations 


of tender pity, which melt us into compaſſion for the ſuffer- 
ings of our fellow creatures.—You can be no ſtrangers to 


the exhilarating joys of benevolence, which lead us to devile, 


or at leaſt adopt, every plan, not only for the relief, but the 


prevention alſo of the miſeries of mankind. —If then, ſuch 
ſenſations be not unknown to you, —ſay, — whether you tan 
pretend to put in competition with them,—the gratifications of 


the palate in the luxuries of the table ;—the emotions of 


_ vanity in the ornaments of dreſs ; the joyous mirth of the 


feſtive 
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feſtive board;—the elevation of ſpirits from the lively dance; 
—or even the more refined pleaſures of the concord of 
ſweet ſounds, when uttered by the faſcinating voices, of 
« ſinging men, and ſinging women.” Mean, and trivial, would 
be the ſacrifice of all theſe for ever, in compariſon with 
the enjoyment of the tender emotions of pity, and the ele- 
vating raptures of benevolence. Joys in which we partake 
even in this liſe, with the “ bleſſed ſpirits above.“ —Seize 
then, — ſeize the preſent moment for ſuch a participation. — 
We aſk not for a total ſacrifice of other pleaſures, only allot 
to theſe, an ample ſhare of your time and fortunes; and they 
will give an higher reliſh to the domeſtic meal, - they will add a 
freſh grace to your ornaments,—they will inſpire you with 
more. ſprightlineſs, and an higher elevation of ſpirits in the 
houſe of mirth and feaſting, —and will even impart a ſweeter 
and richer melody to the inſtrument of the muſician, and the 
voice of the ſinger. | 


Permit me then only to remind you,—that when upon 
this occaſion, we ſolicit your contributions, —it is not for 
oN inſtitution only, but for Two though Bork are in 
perfect uniſon with each other. I doubt not therefore, but 
that your benevolence will enlarge, in proportion to the ne- 
ceſſity for it's exertions. For, theſe are inſtitutions, ſo vene- 
rable for their principles, and ſo important in their ends, 
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that neither avarice nor MALICE can doubt, but that the 
largeſt donations of the moſt opulent will be well beſtowed,” 


though eyen the ſinalleRt mite of the nn man,v ST 


po, —$SOME | GOOD. 


When I firſt recommended the inſlitutions of SUunvDay 
Schools to your patronage, —I obſerved, —that,—if there be 
a town” in this kingdom,—in which, —above all others,— 

Su N DA Schools are moſt peculiarly requiſite,—I would 
venture to ſay, — THIS was,—that very town. For who was 
there, I then aſked, amongſt you, my brethren, who could 
forbear, daily to obſerve with grief, a ſet of boys conſtantly 
annoying every ſtreet and corner of the place,—who were 
not only a diſgrace to it's police, which is in every other 
reſpe& worthy of the higheſt commendation, —but,—a ſcandal 
to a chriſtian country. Boys,—who deſtitute of every idea 
of religion, were continually ſhocking your ears with their 
impieties and blaſphemies, —and, —who being totally ſtrangers 
to every compaſſionate feeling of humanity,—were every 
moment wounding your hearts,—with inſtances of their cru- 
elty, and barbarity. Boys, —wholſe very occupations,—were 
but an education for theiving without ſcruple ;—and their 


cruelty to brute animals, a preparation for the commiſſion 


* 


of pr, without | remorſę. N 
2 + 1 o 


* The boys here alluded to, are employed with carts and aſſes to 


gather up the dirt in the ſtreets, which they ſell to their employers; 
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| To vork a reformation in ſuch wretched creatures,—as 


theſe, - not only ſo devoid of every virtue, —but ſunk into 
ſo low a ſtate of brutal depravity,—to reclaim ſuch from 
vice, to teach them with gratitude to acknowledge the mer- 
cies of their Creator, and Redeemer, — to ſoften THEIR ſavage 
hearts into feeling for the miſeries of brute creatures, by 
the inſtances you ſhould: afford of your humanity towards 
THEM,—and by leading them into the path of virtue and 
righteouſneſs here, to prepare them for heaven and happineſs 
hereafter.—Who, I aſked, could ſpeak the good, you would 
confer on this world, or the happineſs, which would be 
YOUR reward in the next, + +. 


But may I not now ayez4aL to moſt of you, my brethren, 
whether that coop, which I then foretold; would reſult from 
Sunday Schools, has not been already, in a great mea- 
ſure, produced ?—Are your eyes, and hearts, now wounded 
with all the various cruelties, and barbarities; and your ears 
and religious affections now ſhocked with all the blaſphemies 
and imprecations, with which they were wont to be offended. 
—T APPEAL to your own EXPERIENCE,—Whether, their 
ferocity be not in a good meaſure abated, —whether,—their 

| ſavage 


and at the early hour in the morning, in which they begin their work, 
are expoſed to the temptation of making depredations upon the pro- 
perty of others, 
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ſavage hearts do not appear to be ſoftened, - and whether 
the turpitude of their morals be not viſibly amended. 

But God forbid, that I ſhould plead for your care of the 
ons ſex ONLY permit me likewiſe to recommend to you, 
with equal warmth and energy,=the oTuta allo,—which 
ſtands no leſs in need of your compaſſionate aid, protection, 
and inſtruction. Tur have a claim even to your TENDER= 
Es regard. Tuzr are more defenceleſs in themſelves = 
and for them, the ſnares of temptation are more induſtrioully, 
and artfully ſpread around. TRE are on all ſides expoſed, 
—either to the open force, —or,—ſecret intrigues of men,— 
in ſuch a town as this, — THEY are PECULIARLY obnoxious 
to danger, —unleſs, —their minds be well guarded by the 
principles of religion, —and fortified by early habits of vir- 
tue Oh ſtretch out then your hands with liberality,—to 
fave THEM from all that complicated vice, and woe,—which 
often render THEM,—fat the moſt wretched of human beings; 
and, who, —-Wwhen moſt truly pitiable, too often become 
moſt, - the objects of ſcorn, —of inſult, and of brutality, 
Oh my brethren, —if for theſe, —thus fallen, - you can only 
drop the tear of pity, and bewail their ſufferings, but, — are 
unable, —once more to reſtore them to virtue, and to hap- 
pineſs, —at leaſt, —ſave others from adding to their number; 
—ſhelter Tu EM from the impending ſtorm ;—and ſnatch them 


| | from 
= 
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from the gulph of fin and wretchedneſs, which opens it's jaws 
wide for their reception. And, to yYou,—of the sorrER 


SEX,—let me MORE PARTICULARLY addreſs myſelf ;—you 
who are the beſt ornaments of ſociety, — and, the ſweeteſt 
ſolace of domeſtic life ;—whoſe finer ſenſibilities render you 
more ſuſceptible of pain, — and more prone to pity do you, 
— I beſeech you, exert yourſelves,—patroniſe an inſtitution, 
—and,—contribute moſt liberally to it's ſupport,—which 1s 
intended to ſave ſuch,—as May. become LIKE you, —orna- 
ments of ſociety, — from ruin, — and deſtruction, —in this world; 
—and from eternal miſery, —in that, —which is to come. 


Let us ALI, — then, —as fellow creatures, —partaking of the 
ſame common nature, —liable to the ſame frailties, - and ſub- 
jet to the ſame infirmities, —entitled to the ſame hope of 
reward, —and obnoxious to the ſame dread of puniſnment,— 
actuated by one and the ſame ſpirit, —unite with heart and 
hand, —“ to ſave many ſouls alive !'—and then,—we ſhall not 
fail to meet again hereafter, —where the objects of our pre- 
ſent bounty, —will not be ſuffered, —to plead for us in vain; 
—but THEIR own ſtate of happineſs then,—will be our paſſ- 
port to the ſame region of eternal bliſs, through the merits 
and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, In whoſe bleſſed ſociety, — 
if, —we have © turned many to righteouſneſs, —we ſhall ſhine, 
as the ſtars for ever and ever.” | 


Tf 


r 
X A. 1 2 


ERR AT A. 


Page 5, note, ſecond line, read zs, inſtead of are. 


' Laſt line, read Sermon, inſtead of Sermons, 


Page 11, laſt line but one, read zmbuz, inſtead of embrus. 
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Shortly will be publiſhed, by the ſame Author. 


An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY of the NEW TESTAMENT, in 
Which, amongſt ſeveral other ſubjefts of Enquiry, the true diſtinction 
between the INTERNAL and EXTERNAL EVIDENCES of Chriſtia- 
nity, is, (in oppoſition to the opinions of ſome very eminent wri- 
ters) endeavoured to be more accurately explained then it has hitherto 
been, and the PRINCIPLES of Mr Hume's Philoſophy, from which 
he deduced his Arguments againſt MiRACLEs as proofs of a Divine 
Revelation, are ſhown to be contrary to the firſt Principles of our 
Knowledge, as deduced from EXPERIENCE and TESTIMONY. 


Publ: 2 by the ps Author. 


x The Conſiſtency of Man's Free-Agency, with God's F ore-knowledge i in 


the Government of the World, proved and illuſtrated. In a Diſ- 
courſe ;—Preached in the Pariſh Church of Great Yarmouth, on 
Thurſday, April 29d, 1789; being the Day of General Thankſgiv- 


ing, for his Majeſty's Happy Recovery. 


II. The one great Argument for the Truth of Chriſtianity, from a 


III. 


IV. 


ſingle Prophecy, evinced, in a new Explanation of the Seventh 
Chapter of Iſaiah: and in a general Refutation of the 


Interpretations of former Commentators. 


Conſolation to the Mourner, and Inſtruction both to Youth Sl Old. 
Age, from the early Death of the Righteous. In Two Diſcourſes;— 


_ occaſioned by the Death of his eldeſt Daughter, who had Ynly juſt 
entered into her Twenty-firſt Year :—To which is ſubjoined, an 
Appendix, containing her Character, and two Elegies on her Death, 


Preached at the Pariſh Church of Great Yarmouth. 


Erroneous Opinions concerning Providence tefuted,—the true 
Notion ſtated, —and illuſtrated by the Events which have lately 
happened to this Nation. Preached at the Pariſh Church of 
Great Yarmouth, on Friday, February 8th, 1782. 


v. An Addreſs after Confirniation pointing out the Means of attaining 
Chriſtian Perfection, and true Happineſs. Delivered at the Pariſh 
Church of Great Yarmouth, on Sunday, Auguſt 24th, 178g. 


VI. The Power of Chriſtianity over the malignant Paſſions aſſerted ; 
the real Cauſes of Perſecutions amongſt Chriſtians are pointed out, 
and the tiue Grounds of mutual Forbearance in e e e | 
explained. Preached Nov. gd, 1776. 


| VII. The Neceſſity and Truth of the Three Principal Revelations demon- 
ftrated from the Gradations of Science, and the Progreſs of the mental 
Faculties. Preached. on Commencement Sunday, June 29th, 1777. 


VIII. A Letter to the Clergy of Norfolk, upon the Abolition of Tythes. 
In which, the Schemes propoſed for an Equivalent, are examined. 


IX. A full Refutation of the Reaſons advanced in Defence of the Pe- 
tition, for the Abolition of Subſcription to the Articles and Liturgy, 
By no Bigot to, nor againſt the Church of England. 


X. Explanations of difficult Texts of Scriptures, in foux Diſſertations ; 
1ſt. On eternal Puniſhments.—2d. On Chriſt's curſing the Fig- 
Tree.—9gd, On Miſtranſlations.— 4th. On Chriſt's Temptation ;- _ 


in which, the Notions of a Viſion, and the perſonal . eee 
of Satan, are refuted. 


XI. A Letter to the Biſhop of Glouceſter ;—in which; his Lordlbip- 8 thy. 
_ VINE LEGATION is defended, both from the Miſapprehenſions of 
his Lordſhip's F riends, and Miſrepreſentations of his Enemies. 


XII. Definitions and Axioms, relative to Charity, Charitable Inſtitutions, 
and the Poor's Laws. In which, Houſes of Induſtry were firſt 
recommended to the Attention of the Public. 


